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We will review….

● Key background information

● Comparability context

● NWEA data analysis and discussion

○ Overall Grade Level 

○ Disaggregation by Student Group

○ Performance Strand Trend Example

● Summary and plans moving forward
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Key Background Information

● PA 48, Section 98b legislates for the 2021-22 school year, that all public school districts 
assess students (K-8) within the first nine weeks of school and again before the end of 
the year. These results must be shared on or before the first Board of Education 
meeting in February 2022 and posted to the district’s transparency website. The results 
must be shared again prior to the end of the school year. 

● During the 2020-2021 school year, assessments were delivered remotely in the home 
setting with great variation in the level of support students received. As a result, 
reliable comparisons cannot be made between Fall 2020 (remotely delivered) and any 
other year.

● During the fall of 2021, AAPS students were assessed in person within our school 
buildings, with the exception of those enrolled in our online programs.  These data 
become our baseline moving forward. 

● In the tables that follow, we compare student performance (RIT scores) to “grade level 
means” which are national norms calculated by NWEA in 2020 from a set of over five 
million students. 
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Comparability Context

● Use caution when comparing grade level data across school years. These do not represent the 
same body of students or cohorts and will show only general trends over time.

● Prior to Fall 2020, kindergarten administration of the Fall NWEA assessment was optional and 
used as a mechanism to more closely monitor student progress in areas of greater impact.  In the 
Fall of 2020, the NWEA was administered consistently to all kindergarten students for the first 
time, in the remote, home setting.  The Fall 2021 data, therefore, represents a benchmark year 
for kindergarten data comparisons moving forward. 

● A historically consistent drop occurs between 2nd and 3rd grade performance due to the shift to 
a more rigorous delivery platform, without the support of questions and materials being read 
aloud to students. 

● We do not have any understanding of regular patterns that occur after grade 5, because we did 
not administer the NWEA in middle school prior to Fall 2020.

● The first year of middle school Fall NWEA administration took place in the fall of 2020, in the 
remote, home setting.  The Fall 2021 data, therefore, represents a benchmark year for middle 
school data comparisons moving forward. 
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  NWEA Results Fall Math &  Reading Grades K - 8
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  NWEA Results Fall 2021 Math by Student Group, Grades K-2
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  NWEA Results Fall Math by Student Group, Grades 3-5
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  NWEA Results Fall Math by Student Group, Grades 6-8
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  NWEA Results Fall Reading by Student Group, Grades K-2
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  NWEA Results Fall Reading by Student Group, Grades 3-5
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  NWEA Results Fall Reading by Student Group, Grades 6-8
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  A Quick Look at NWEA Mathematics Strand Trends - Grade 3 Example
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Summary

● The NWEA represents one measure,a benchmark assessment required by law, to 
have been administered within the first 9 weeks of school. These data represent 
our benchmarks moving forward. 

● Historically, the AAPS has underserved students in the five identified student 
groups.  On average students in these five groups are significantly less likely to be 
at or above grade level overall. 

● In comparing Fall 2016-2019 to Fall 2021 results, the pandemic impact, as 
measured by NWEA, reveals that among K-5 students,

○ in reading,  we observed a 3% decrease on average in the likelihood of a 
student being at or above the grade level mean.  For students in our five 
identified groups, there was an additional 3% likelihood decrease on average;

○ in mathematics,  we observed a 2% decrease on average in the likelihood of a 
student being at or above the grade level mean.  For students in our five 
identified groups, there was no statistically significant additional impact. 
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Moving Forward

● The pandemic served to highlight the academic disparities that exist among 
student groups. In reading, those disparities were exacerbated. The priority of 
the District remains to eliminate inequities through the transformation of 
culture, practice, and systems.

● The AAPS instructional focus and ongoing professional development is 
centered intensely on designing and engaging for equitable instruction.  The 
AAPS Framework for Equitable Instruction 2.0 illustrates this commitment and 
the ongoing focus on both mindset and pedagogy. 

● Pandemic recovery is a multi-year, ongoing process.  The Fall 2021 NWEA 
results represent one benchmark to support our monitoring and 
accountability work over the coming years. 

● Strong intervention and acceleration programming will continue to be offered 
and refined, including our robust summer opportunities and credit recovery 
supports. 
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